College Corner

Summer 2018

Important Dates
June 2
June 9
June 15
July 14
August 25
September 8
October 6
October 10
October 27

SAT Test Date
ACT Test Date
Deadline for registering for the July ACT
ACT Test Date
SAT Test Date
ACT Test Date
SAT Test Date
PSAT Test Date (test given at Runnels to 10th and 11th graders)
ACT Test Date

Current Opportunties
Young Entrepreneurs Academy – Baton Rouge
Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA) transforms Baton Rouge area high school students into
confident entrepreneurs. Over the course of the academic year and under the instruction of the
LSU College of Business, students generate business ideas, write business plans, pitch to a
panel of investors, and have the opportunity to launch their very own companies. YEA BR
combines a proven curriculum with the experiences of Baton Rouge business leaders,
educators, community members, and entrepreneurs.
https://www.yeabr.org/
Ragin Cajun Forensic Exploration
During the summer, faculty in the Dept. of Criminal Justice will be hosting a series of half day
and full day forensic camps for high school students. Pick and choose the sessions or attend
them all! Learn how to fingerprint, identify and analyze blood splatter and work crime scenes.
Also, learn more about how you can be a forensic scientist through the proper educational and
training path.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ragin-cajun-forensic-exploration-tickets-45660199887
LSU Robotics Summer Camp
Do you think you might want to pursue a professional career in a STEM field like engineering or
computer programming? Robotics combines elements of mechanical engineering, electrical
engineering, and computer science. Explore the basic principles behind the fascinating and
growing world of robotics while giving you a sneak peek into life as an engineer at LSU.
Discover the essential components of robotic systems and how they come together to produce
a functioning robot. Learn through hands-on activities as you interact with LSU faculty and
students. http://www.lsu.edu/eng/news/2018/04/roboticsintro.php
Maps and Apps GIS Camp Baton Rouge
These summer GIS programs are not the typical summer camps! These STEM-based programs
are intensive, specialized camps intended to provide campers with innovative, technology
based experiences which will entertain their brains, bodies and also provide a base for their
future career interests. Subjects covered span from drones and digital map making, to the
technology behind modern apps such as Pokemon Go and Ingris. https://giscamp.com/

Recommendations for Current Juniors (Rising Seniors)
1. Register and take the ACT and/or SAT. Colleges do not have a preference whether you take one
or the other, however if you have not yet taken either one now is the time. You will want to have
your strongest score available for submitting to colleges in the Fall. Ideally, you will be done
with testing by the October or December test date. Also, do not forget about test prep!
Preparing for your exam will be a key component to maximizing your scores.

2. Plan something meaningful this summer. This summer is your last opportunity to build
meaningful and authentic experiences as you prepare for college essays and applications that
will begin in August. Meaningful experience can be anything from a part time job to athletic
training to service work or even an academic summer program… whatever is authentic and
meaningful for you is what you should be doing!

3. Think about letters of recommendation. Start thinking about which teachers you would like to
ask for letters of recommendation. Request a meeting with the teachers you would like to ask
for recommendations from so they can talk to you about your plans and get to know a little
more about your background outside their classroom. Make sure you ask at least one teacher
from an academic area.

4. Visit a college. There is no better way to explore your college options than a personal visit to a
college. This will give you the best feel for a campus and if it might be the right place for you to
spend the next four years. In addition, some college admissions offices keep track of whether
you visited or not, so this is a great way to “demonstrate interest” to some of the more selective
schools.

5. Start your essays and write your resume. If you are applying to colleges that use the Common
App, the essay prompts are already available at: http://www.commonapp.org/whatsappening/application-updates/common-application-announces-2017-2018-essay-prompts. In
addition, a resume is a great way for you to summarize your accomplishments and experience.
While some colleges will require one, you should also plan to provide a resume to anyone
writing your recommendations for them to use as a reference. If you need a template or help,
you can email Mrs. Schlotterer for assistance.

Recommendations for Current Sophomores (Rising Juniors)
1. Register and take the ACT and/or SAT. If you have completed Algebra II, this is a great time for
your first “shot” at taking the ACT or SAT. The first test will not likely be your highest score, but
will give you a great benchmark to see where you are starting from as you continue to do test
prep and refine your score by the end of next year.

2. Prep for the PSAT. In October, you will be taking the PSAT/NMSQT for entry in the National
Merit Scholarship Competition. Summer is the best time to dig into your test prep for the
upcoming test. This prep will also translate well when you later take the ACT and/or SAT.
Reviewing your older math skills (pre-algebra, geometry formulas, etc) is a key component here.
College Board offers some great test prep resources and practice exams here:
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/practice

3. Think about course selection. The classes you take your junior year will be the most important
ones to date, as they will be the last grades the colleges see on your academic transcript. This
will be your last chance to really impact your GPA and also to demonstrate academic rigor. So,
make sure to challenge yourself, but also make sure that you are setting yourself up for success
at the same time.

4. Meet with your college counselor. Your junior year will be the time to start establishing your
relationship with Mrs. Schlotterer to help you manage the college application process and to get
a feel for what you are looking for in a college. This is also important, as it will help her get to
know you for writing recommendation later as well as to identify your interests as opportunities
come across her desk that might be a good fit for you!

5. Keep developing your extra-curriculars. Time spent out of the classroom is just as important as
a strong transcript and ACT score. Think about your involvement in extra-curriculars, both with
school clubs and outside of school. Your junior year will be a big opportunity for you to fine-tune
and start developing some authenticity in those activities. Make sure that instead of doing
EVERYTHING, consider doing just one or two things that you genuinely love so that you can
grow as a leader and possibly make an impact. This could be anything from being president of a
school club, to a volunteer or service opportunity, to work at an off campus part-time job.
Remember, authenticity is the key so make sure that what you are doing means something to
YOU.

Recommendations for Current Freshman (Rising Sophomores)
1. Think about your summer plans. As you are just getting started with your high school career,
start thinking about your summer activities and where those will lead for future summers. You
are setting the groundwork here, but you can keep it simple too. Athletic training, a small part
time job, or some volunteer work are all great ways to start developing meaningful experiences
to build on for future summers.

2. Think about course selections. Just as with the current sophomores (rising juniors) make sure
that you are selecting courses that will set you up for success down the road on your college
applications. While you should definitely challenge yourself and be thinking about academic
rigor, make sure that you’re also taking courses that will allow you to shine and continue to
improve your GPA.

