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Looking Forward to a Great Year
“Our first day of school was fabulous,” said Conchetta Foshee, who
stepped into the role of Jr./Sr. High
Principal over the summer.
“The kids and teachers have been
great,” she added.
“We’re still working out details,
but we’re out and about every day
checking on things and trying to make
things happen and having a great
time,” she said.
Her appointment as principal was
announced by Founding Headmaster
Dr. L.K. Runnels at a meeting of the
Runnels School Corporation in June.
Dr. Runnels, who has been our Jr./Sr.
High Principal since 1999, said that he
will continue to serve as headmaster
for all four divisions of the school and
maintain his position as President of
Runnels School Incorporated.
The change he explained, is one
of the “first steps” in the necessary
process of transitioning to the next
generation of leadership at Runnels.
At the meeting, Dr. Runnels also

announced that Monica Bryan, formerly the Director of Curriculum and
Instruction for the Jr./Sr. High School,
and Dana Schlotterer, Director of
Student Services for the High School,
would become assistant principals.
He said that he has every confidence
that the new principal and assistant
principals know the students and the
faculty, and share his vision for the
school going forward.
A member of the Runnels faculty
since 1995, Mrs. Foshee has served
as a teacher, guidance counselor, and
assistant principal. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Psychology from LSU,
with minors in Sociology and Social
Work, and a master’s degree from the
LSU School of Social Work, with an
emphasis on Clinical Counseling/Families and Children. At Runnels, she
will continue to serve as the guidance
counselor for our junior and senior
high students.
She said that she is looking forward
to a great school year. “The admin-

On a “Walkabout” in Novak Hall the first week
of school are Jr./Sr. High Principal Conchetta
Foshee (center) and assistant principals Dana
Schlotterer (left) and Monica Bryan.

istrative team we have on board in
the junior high and high school will
continue to work smoothly with our
students and faculty.”
New assistant principal Monica
Bryan has been at Runnels for nine
years, working as a high school science teacher, AP science teacher, and
an administrator in the Jr./Sr. High.
She earned an undergraduate degree
from U.S.L. in Secondary Science
Education and a master’s degree in
Education from the University of
See “Great Year” p. 2.
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who are vacationing
the Greater Baton Rouge area, the

in the Highlands of Scotland. They
lose their way in the Scottish mists
and come across a mysterious and
quaint little village called Brigadoon.
They are quickly drawn into the merry
events taking place in the town and
charmed by its residents. Complications arise when Tommy falls instantly
and irrevocably in love with Fiona, a
girl in Brigadoon. The tension mounts
as Tommy and Jeff learn that the mysterious little village is under a spell
and miraculously comes to life for
only one day every one-hundred years.
A charming blend of music, whimsy, mystery, and romance, the show
See “Brigadoon,” p. 2.
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Brigadoon Opens Aug. 24 (continued from p. 1)
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Cross Country Coach
Makes List of Top 25
Inspiring Coaches
Julie Fink, the head Cross Country
coach at Runnels, has been selected
as one of the top 25 finalists in
the second annual Brooks Inspiring Coaches Program sponsored
by Brooks
Sports, Inc.
The finalists
were chosen
from a field
of 1,300
track and
cross country
coaches from
across the
nation.
Julie Fink
As a finalist,
Coach Fink received $5,000 worth of
running gear for her team along with
$500 in cash for team expenses.
Coach Fink, who also serves as assistant coach of our Track and Field
team and head coach for Indoor Track
team at Runnels, was nominated for
the award by a team parent, who
noted in his recommendation that
Coach Fink had been instrumental in
bringing the sport of distance running
to Runnels.
In 2006, she started a running club
on campus, which grew into a Cross
Country team the following year.
Track and Field and Indoor Track
came along three years later.
Coach Fink and her husband,
assistant Cross Country coach Linn
Fink, also spearheaded the fund-raising for and construction of the new
800 meter jogging path named “Trail
of Dreams” on the school’s Harrell’s
Ferry Rd. campus. The scenic trail
officially opened last October at the
school’s annual “Fun Run,” a twomile walking/running race sponsored
by the Cross Country team.
The addition of the Trail of
Dreams recently helped Runnels earn
recognition as a “Fit-Friendly” school
by the American Heart Association.
Under her leadership, the Cross

Country team at Runnels has seen
great success. Two distance runners
won athletic scholarships and were
recruited by college teams.
Coach Fink said she is excited and
“stunned” to have made it into the top
25 in the competition.
“Just to be nominated by a parent from my team made me feel very
honored,” she added.

Coke Program Offers
Rewarding Experience
As eighth grader Regan Dean
started the long-term preparations
for her Bat Mitzvah, she decided she
wanted to include the performance of
a charitable act, which is a tradition in
her faith.
A friend told her about the My
Coke Rewards program, which allows consumers to accumulate virtual
points that can be donated to a favorite
non-profit organization or charity. The
points are redeemable for merchandise
such as school supplies, electronics,
athletic equipment, or books. Regan
decided to work on collecting My
Coke Rewards points for Runnels and
one of her mother’s favorite charities,
the Special Olympics.
To earn
points, she
went to the
My Coke Rewards website
and entered
special codes
located on bottle caps, cans,
and cartons
Regan Dean
of Coca-Cola
products, which she collected with
the help of her friends and family.
(She wants everyone to know that she
didn’t drink all that Coke herself.)
To earn points in the program,
Regan entered every single code from
the Coke product packaging herself
-- one code at a time. At the end of
nine months, she had 10,000 points to
share.
She graciously donated nearly
6,000 My Coke Rewards points to

Runnels, just about doubling our current point value, and 4,000 points to
the Special Olympics.
Regan said she hopes the points
can be used for something the school
needs.
Anyone is eligible to participate
in the program at www.MyCokeRewards.com. To donate points to Runnels, select our school from the list of
registered organizations.
Regan is the daughter of Diane and
David Dean. Her Bat Mitzvah is at the
end of August.

Are You Ready to
Rock ‘N’ Roll?
“School House Rock Live, Jr.”
will be performed on the stage of the
Runnels Theater for the Performing
Arts by students in grades 1-6 on
Nov. 2 at
7 pm and
Nov. 4 at
2 pm.
Tickets
will be sold
at Open
House for $8.00. After Open House,
advanced tickets can be purchased for
$10.00. At the door tickets are $12.00.
All tickets are general admission.
Sixth graders will have most of the
leading roles in the show, said K-12
Theater Program Chair Neena Kelfstrom. She and elementary teachers
Kristen Manning, and Cristin Ponjuan
will co-direct the musical, with choreography by Brooke Yura.
And keep those blue suede shoes
handy for our upcoming high school
musical, Grease. Show dates are
Feb. 22 and 23 and March 1 and 2 at
7 pm and Feb. 24 and March 3 at 2 pm.

Keep Those Labels Coming
Please remember to clip and bring in
your General Mills Box Top Coupons,
Community Coffee
UPCs, and Campbell’s UPCs. Labels
can be dropped off
in the Elementary
Library.
www.runnels.org September 2012
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Runnels Mom Wins
Volunteer Award

Students Being Recruited for Pennington Study

Sherry Roper’ recently received a
Power of 9 Volunteer Award for her
extensive work as a coach and mentor
with the Girls on the Run program at
Runnels School.
The Power of 9 Award, sponsored
by WAFB, Capital One Bank, the
Capital Area United Way, and Volunteer! United, spotlights the importance
of volunteerism by honoring some of
the exceptional people in our community who donate so much of their time
and energy to helping others.
In a letter nominating Mrs. Roper’
for the award, Baton Rouge Girls
on the Run executive director Hydie
Wahlborg said, “We are so thankful
for Sherry’s dedication to the program
and the girls who have participated
throughout the years. Her energy and
enthusiasm are contagious. We are
honored that she has given so much
of her time to our organization and
know that many, many girls have been
inspired thanks to her commitment to
Girls on the Run.”
The national Girls on the Run
program, which, so far, has reached
1,000 girls at various schools and organizations in the Baton Rouge area,
offers girls between the ages of 8 and
13 training for a 5k run while leading
them through a 20-lesson curriculum
designed to enhance their health and
well-being, and build a positive selfimage. The program wraps up with an
untimed 5k run.
The Power of 9 volunteer award
winners will be honored at a luncheon
at Boudreaux’s in January.

Some of our fourth graders are
joining children from around the
world to participate in an international research program on childhood
obesity coordinated by researchers at
the Pennington Biomedical Research
Center in Baton Rouge.
The ISCOLE Pennington study
is a 12-nation survey of children’s
lifestyles. The countries involved are
the United States, Canada, Australia,
Kenya, South Africa, Brazil, Mexico,
Colombia, China, India, Portugal and
the United Kingdom.
The research will examine variables such as physical activity, diet,
weight status, and school and home
environments.
Runnels is one of 21 private and
public schools in the Baton Rouge
area participating in the study.

Sherry Roper’ (second from right, back
row) with last year’s Girls on the Run
group.
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Pam Culp loves her personal parking spot.

Assigned Parking
Place for Miss Pam
Preschool and elementary secretary Pamela Culp received a surprise
gift in honor of her 30th anniversary
as a member of the Runnels School
staff. “Miss Pam” was assigned a
permanent parking space of her own
on the Harrell’s Ferry Rd. campus.
Dr. Kelly Runnels and Gladys
Runnels presented her with a Runnels blue and white parking sign to
make it official at the annual AllSchool Faculty Meeting held in the
auditorium Aug. 8. She also got to
pick her own spot. She chose the one
closest to the flagpole right in front
of the Elementary School Office.
She said that having her very own
parking place was a “great gift” and
that she “loves it.”
“Miss Pam” is the only faculty
or staff member besides Dr. and
Mrs. Runnels (who have been at our
school for more than 40 years) to
reach the 30-year mark so far.
At the meeting, two more faculty/
staff members were recognized for
their years of service: P.E. Department Head Mary Camille Maddox
for more than 25 years, and Assistant
Admissions Director Sarah Livingston for 20 years at Runnels.
All three received lifetime passes
(two free tickets) to all productions
in the Runnels Theater for the Performing Arts and the Little Theater
(Drama Room). Mrs. Maddox and
“Miss Pam” also received restaurant
gift cards.

Heart Association Honors
Runnels as “Fit-Friendly”
The American Heart Association
recently recognized Runnels as a “FitFriendly” school and presented Dr.
and Mrs. Runnels with a commemorative plaque. The recognition was
based on the addition of the “Trail
of Dreams” to the Harrell’s Ferry Rd.
campus last year and our participation in the Jump Rope for the Heart
program.

We Sincerely Thank...
Amanda and Tri Lamb, parents of
Ryan (grade 6) and Alan (grade 2) Lamb,
for donating a train table to the preschool.
Maegan Daquano, grade 12, for painting two “Chicka, Chicka Boom Boom”
trees at the preschool, one in the library
and one in Ms. Dianne’s classroom.

Fourth Annual
“Run, Raiders, Run”
Fun Run/Walk
Sunday, Oct. 14, at 4 pm
(Registration at 3 pm)

Cheer Squads Ramp Up Skills at Summer Camps
Both our varsity and
Grace LeBlanc and
junior high cheer squads
Irene Stewart, sophostayed busy over the
more Lauren Kahn,
summer, gaining skills
and seniors Amanda
and winning accolades
Bingham, Olivia Casalong the way. In addisin, and Jasmin Pizer.
tion to attending summer
Meanwhile, the
strength and conditionjunior high squad,
ing programs at Runnels
also coached by Mrs.
or local gyms, the varsity
Wilder, participated
cheerleaders attended
in a cheer camp on the
a four-day UCA cheer
Runnels campus at the
camp in July at LSU. All
end of July, perfectof the competitions took
ing cheers, chants,
place at the PMAC.
stunting and dancing.
The team earned three Varsity cheerleaders are (front row,
LSU Cheer Coach
superior ribbons and one from left) Lauren Kahn, Blair LeBleu,
Kate Stone directed the
Irene Lewis; (middle row) Grace LeBexcellent. The Runnels
camp with the assislanc, Riley Stewart, CC Carruth; (back
team was also voted
row) Olivia Cassin, Amanda Bingham, tance of LSU cheerMost Improved Squad
leader Brittany Day.
and Jasmin Pizer.
by the camp staff.
Members of
“I was so proud of how hard they
the junior high squad are seventh gradworked and what great attitudes the
ers Emma Milneck, Kaitlyn Roy, Sara
girls had,” said coach and sponsor Holly
Brandenburg, Elizabeth Daigle, Natalie
Wilder. “They were wonderful representa- Wilder, Catherine Henning, and Alycia
tives of Runnels.”
Boucher. Also on the team are eighth
All of the 2012-13 members of the
graders Savannah Sanders, Kristen Haller,
varsity cheer squad attended the camp.
and Rachel Yura.
They are eighth graders Blair LeBleu,
The junior high cheerleaders thank the
Riley Stewart, and CC Carruth, freshmen
following parents for summer camp assis-

tance: Gaye Brandenburg, Anne Milneck,
Chris Wilder, and Lisa Daigle.
The varsity cheer squad also extends
its thanks to the many parents who helped
with UCA cheer camp, including Jodi
LeBlanc, Trina Carruth, Vicki LeBleu,
Dana Kahn, MC Stewart, Lee Caplan,
Patricia Pizer, and Jennifer Cassin.

At a program for parents on the last day of cheer
camp at Runnels, junior high cheerleaders demonstrate some of their newfound skills. “Flyers” are
seventh graders Kaitlyn Roy, (left) and Natalie Wilder.

2012-2013 Runnels Yearbook Order Form
It’s time to place your order for the 2012-2013 Runnels Yearbook. Order early and
receive a discount. For the biggest discount, order by Friday, Nov. 16, when the cost is
$55.00. From Monday, Nov. 19, through Friday, Jan. 25, the price is $60.00. Thereafter,
the cost of the yearbook is $65.00. The last date to order is Tuesday, April 30. Below, please
list the name and current grade/section of each student to receive a yearbook. Include
your check, payable to Runnels School. Add $8.00 and print the mailing address if books
are to be sent to you. Turn in your order at any school office.

Student name _____________________________Grade/Section _______________
Student name _____________________________Grade/Section _______________
Mailing address (if books are to be sent) __________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed ______________

Date order received _______________

Check number _____________________
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What’s New Around School? When attendance was taken on the first
day of school this year, 826 students had their names on our rolls. According to
Admissions Director Carol Barback, we have 88 preschoolers, 345 students in
grades K-6, 138 in junior high, and 255 in grades 9-12. The preschool enrolled the
most students, 44, with elementary right behind with 43. The junior high and high
school gained 53 new pupils.
Upon arrival, students on both of our campuses found a few changes in their
surroundings. Besides the usual scrubbing, polishing, waxing, and painting that
goes on every summer, some spaces were reimagined and refurbished.
At the preschool, the front foyer, office, and library were redecorated and furniture was added or rearranged. “Now you can stand in the foyer,” said Preschool
Principal Gladys Runnels, “and see children playing on the playground through
a window in the office.” The centers in the Molly Hightower Activity Building
were restocked and refurbished and a new fort for the three year olds was added
to the playground. Cheerful murals were created in several rooms and new landscaping was put in behind the main building.
On the Harrell’s Ferry Rd. campus, the most extensive improvement (a new
sewer system and new software) isn’t visible to the casual observer, but it’s there.
Due to the work on the sewer system, the perimeter of the elementary playground
had to be changed, making the play area a little smaller but allowing room for a
junior high “patio” area outside the fence and behind the lunch benches opposite
the high school office.
Due to high enrollment in our harp program, the harp classroom was expanded by 40 percent, allowing 15 harps and harpists to comfortably fit into the space.
Because of the change in the configuration of the harp room, strings students now
enter their classroom through an
outside door. A long awning was
installed over the door to protect
students when it rains. Plans are
underway to extend the covered
walkway system to the strings
room door.

IN MEMORIAM
Amanda Rachelle Lambert, Runnels ‘05, died in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, on
Tuesday, July 25,
2012. She was
24 years old.
While at
Runnels High
School, Amanda
was active in the
Junior Classical
League, holding
the offices of
Amanda Lambert both president
and secretary;
Senior Beta Club; Mu Alpha Theta;
and the Leadership Club.
Amanda treasured her friends and
loved to dance. A “Celebration of Her
Life,” with oral and video tributes,
was held in Albuquerque in early
August.
We extend our deepest sympathies
to her mother, Ann Dalrymple, her
father Ron Lambert, brothers, Alex
and Aidan Lambert, and to all of her
family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to
your favorite charity or volunteer for a
favorite charity in Amanda’s name.

First Day in Focus

Above: During period A on the
first day of class, Environmental Science students (from left)
seniors Madison Davis, Taylor
Morris, Jamie Claire Curry, and Ryan Jackson distribute
recycle bins to classrooms and offices on the Harrell’s
Ferry Rd. campus. Above right: Elementary P.E. teachers
Mary Camille Maddox (second from left) and Brent Lax
(third from right, back row) gather up their first period
students with the help of some friendly signage. Center:
Students new to junior high get a tour of the campus led by
eighth grade “ambassador” Mark Posthlethwait. Right:
Harp teacher Rebecca Todaro in her newly expanded harp
room in the Performing Arts Classroom building.
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Fledgling
third
graders
line up
in the
Drama
Room on
the first
day of
school
before
going
to class.
From
front to
back are Andee Alexander, Wren Brumfield, Blaiklee Guillot, Omar Badawi, and
Robby Harrison.

Golf Champions ... Taylor Kennedy and Grant Welch, who both played
on the Runnels Golf team as freshmen
last year, won individual titles at the 2012
BREC City Junior Championship held
July 18 and 19 on the Beaver Creek Golf
Course in Zachary.
Taylor shot 73-75 for a total of 148,
and Grant shot 70-60 for a total score of
138. Grant finished nine strokes ahead the
other 20 players in his 14- to 18-year-olds
division.
Last spring, Taylor was named the
2012 Girls’ Golf Outstanding Player of
the Year, and both she and Grant were
named to 2012 All-Metro Golf Teams.
Grant is the son of Judy and Eddie
Welch, and Taylor is the daughter of Allynn and Gary Kennedy.

Golfing virtuosos Taylor Kennedy (left) and
Grant Welch display the trophies they won at
the BREC 2012 City Junior Championship.

Friends of the
Animals...At Runnels,
we try to offer students
opportunities to reach out
to others who need help
in a variety of ways. Our
teams sponsor “Green Games,” our clubs
and classes hold food drives and work
on service projects for diverse charities
and organizations, and we offer students
the chance to be involved in the St. Jude
Research Hospital’s Math-A-Thon, Jump
Rope for the Heart, and the Marine Corps’
Toys for Tots campaign.
This year, the Elementary Library staff
has decided to adopt a focus that will help
raise awareness about animals in need.
Through the theme, “The Year of the
Animal,” our library staff hopes to inform
young readers about the wealth of library
materials relating to animals and animal
welfare and ignite their interest in the
plight of animals needing our help.
In addition to focusing on books about
animals and animal care, the library will
offer opportunities for children and their
families to help needy animals in our
community through the Friends of the
Animals organization.
Currently, the library is collecting used
towels, newspapers, and blankets for the
animal shelter. Plans are in the works to
build a colorful “dog house” to serve as a
collection bin for items donated throughout the year. Watch library bulletin
boards and the Reporter for updates.

Getting Involved With the RPO...Want to get to know other parents at
our school? Got an itch to volunteer? Looking to get involved in fundraising events?
Then it’s time to contact the RPO.
Be sure to complete and return our volunteer form located on our new microsite at
www.runnelsrpo.org or www.runnels.org under CONTACT for the Runnels Parent Org.
page. A current list of officers, coordinators, calendar of events and much more are
available on our new site.
Please join the RPO at our Fall planning meeting on October 2 at 7 PM in the
elementary Drama Room. We’ll discuss ideas to make our parties even better, library
assistance, teacher appreciation projects and our new fundraising endeavor.
Last spring we completed phase two of our Lighten Up! fundraising project. This
social event and silent auction with over 200 attendees and volunteers raised more than
$18,000. Together, we lit the exterior pathways on campus from the back by the Theater
and Gym toward the front of the elementary building. Phase two also included lighting
the entrance canopies and courtyards and updating many fixtures to energy efficient
models around campus. We’re grateful to all of the support from our volunteers, donors
and attendees. Save the Date, March 9th, for the 2013 social event and fundraiser.
Call RPO president, Nicole Duet Latiolais, rpo@runnels.org, if you are interested in
participating, or complete our volunteer form on the website.
Be sure to check out the new lights when you come to Open House.
We’ll see you then.
-- Nicole Duet Latiolais

Rebecca Todd (far left), Rachel Yura and
Jasmine Felton perform the Vivaldi Concerto
in D Major, 2nd movement with the String
Orchestra in May.

Kudos to...
Rebecca Todaro, our Harp Choir Director, for her appointment to the Board of
Directors of the American Harp Society
this summer.
Rebecca Todd, grade 8, for contributing the “best concerto performance” in
last April’s harp class concerto competition. Harp Rally judge Megan Landfair
awarded her the prize of performing the
Vivaldi Concerto in D Major, 2nd movement (the piece all students played in the
competition) with the String Orchestra at
its spring concert in the Runnels Theater. Joining Rebecca on stage for the
performance were her harp classmates
Blair LeBleu, Jasmine Felton, Olivia
O’Halloran, and Rachel Yura.

Family Directories
Available
at Open House
Remember to stock up
on 2012-13 Runnels Family
Directories when you attend
Open House. Be sure to purchase enough copies ($5.00
each) for your home, offices,
cars, and kids! Any proceeds
from sales of the directories
will be used
for classroom
enhancements.
www.runnels.org September 2012
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Please Join Us for Open House
Grades 1-6, Wednesday, September 5, at 7 pm
Jr./Sr. High School Thursday, September 6, at 7 pm
Preschool 2s, Tuesday, September 11, at 7 pm
Preschool 3s, Wednesday, September 12, at 7 pm
Pre-Kindergartners, Thursday, September 13, at 7 pm
(Open House is one of our few events for adults only.)
Kindergarten, Friday, September 21, at 8:30 am
(This one Open House is for both parents and children.)
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